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CLASS DESCRIPTIONS

9:00 -10:00 Session 1

A1 Wills & Probate – Suzanne Brayer
As genealogists we depend on clues to aid our trek along the ancestral trail. Wills and probate records 
can be a mother lode of clues. Decedent’s date of death, names of spouse and children, in-laws, places 
of residence land ownership religion and military service are just a few of the juicy tidbits these records 
can reveal. Suzanne will provide strategies and sources to help analyze probate records and reconstruct 
family relationships. 

A2 German Research, On-line Resources – Baerbel Johnson
Internet has become an indispensable tool for the German genealogist. There are websites for 
everything from identifying places to finding records and locating addresses for potential relatives. New 
resources appear almost daily. This presentation will explore information found on the most popular 
websites of benefit to researching your German ancestors.

A3 First Steps for Beginners: Think like a Genealogist – Kathleen Goodrich
This entertaining class is for anyone wanting a simple, hands-on approach to genealogy---from absolute 
beginners to those who are just not progressing.

A4 Dating Old Photographs – Annette Rietz
This presentation describes early types of photographs and shows how to analyze photos using your 
family research. Photos from different time periods will demonstrate how fashions and hair styles might 
help to decide when a photograph was taken.

10:15-11:15 Session 2

B1 Tips for Successful Research – Suzanne Brayer
This class will look at old methods in a new way. Planning, logging, interviewing, and networking will be 
discussed. We will also look at the latest online resources and where to search when what you want is 
not online.

B2 United States Civil War History & Genealogy Resources – Robert Wilbanks IV
Presentation is about researching your Civil War ancestor. It emphasizes the importance of military 
records as a research tool for furthering genealogical research in general, and obtaining more details 
regarding your Civil War ancestor specifically in relationship to common the Civil War soldier. It provides
research tips and analytical approaches.

B3 Next Step for Beginners: Find and Analyze Records – Kathleen Goodrich,
Using what you know about a single ancestor, you will learn how to find more ancestors using records 
found on-line and in the Family History Library.
  
B4 Research Strategies for Upstate New York – Denise Crawford
Finding information about your upstate New York ancestors can be tricky. Records such as church, 
probate, military, state census, cemetery and historical newspapers can help build your family tree. This 
class does not include information for New York City research.
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11:30-12:30 Session 3

C1 Finding Your Family in Newspapers (1st Hour) – Melanie Sturgeon
Newspapers then and now provide a contemporary narrative of events and the people involved in them. 
They provide a mirror into the cultural, social, economic and political life of your ancestors and the times 
in which they lived. Newspapers can often help us place our ancestor in a specific place and time. For 
those areas that have lost government records due to natural disasters, careless record keeping and so 
on, newspapers can sometimes provide a substitute for birth, marriage and death records

C2 Lesser Known Genealogical Resources: Great New Potential – Robert Wilbanks IV
Where do you go when you think you’ve exhausted your research? 

C3 Swedish Research – Len Ingermanson
This class will contain a very brief outline of the history of Sweden. I will provide information about the 
language and how to use the extra letters in the Swedish alphabet, and will discuss the peculiar naming 
system (patronymics) and how it has changed. I will discuss the Lutheran Church records that are used 
to perform genealogical research, as well as, various websites used to research for your Swedish 
ancestors.

C4 Factors Affecting Migration from Germanic Lands – Steve Packer
The social and economic conditions affecting movement to the Americas from Germanic lands. Covers 
the time from the 1600’s through the 1900’s.

1:15-2:15 Session 4

D1 Finding Your Family in Newspapers (2nd Hour) – Melanie Sturgeon
Continuation of class C1: Newspapers then and now provide a contemporary narrative of events and the 
people involved in them. They provide a mirror into the cultural, social, economic and political life of your 
ancestors and the times in which they lived. Newspapers can often help us place our ancestor in a 
specific place and time. For those areas that have lost government records due to natural disasters, 
careless record keeping and so on, newspapers can sometimes provide a substitute for birth, marriage 
and death records.

D2 Myths & Mythologies of Immigration – Dr. Janette Silverman
This class is a discussion about what did or did not happen and why our immigrant ancestors came 
through New York. This lecture is mostly about Ellis Island experiences after it opened in 1892.

D3 Researching Your Canadian Roots – Laverne Aitchison
This class will hopefully help you find your Canadian ancestor and answer some of these questions.
Did your ancestor live in New France? Canada East? Canada West? or ?? 
What records are available for each Province and where to find them?
If they crossed the Canada/US border to reside in Canada where and when did they settle?
Did they leave Canada and settle in the US?

D4 Using Cemetery Records for Family History Research – Duane Roen
Family historians can access a wide range of sources for conducting research, including cemetery 
records. In this workshop, we will talk about how to find cemetery records and how to make good use of 
them. Even though these records contain limited information, they can lead us to other sources that can 
unlock the mysteries of our ancestors’ lives.
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2:30-3:30 Session 5

E1 Wiki is Quickie: Getting the Most of FamilySearch Wiki – Pam Ingermanson
Learn how much information the FamilySearch Wiki can provide. The Wiki is a free, online genealogy 
and family history guide that lists websites, provides research strategies, and suggests records and 
resources to help you find ancestors from all over the world.

E2 DNA Kindergarten: Putting the Pieces Together – Bonnie Balza
Wondering what you can do with your DNA test results? Is all the terminology overwhelming? We’ll cover 
some basic terms and first steps to take with your DNA.

E3 Find A Grave – Wendy Carlson
This FREE online website contains listings of cemeteries and graves from around the world.  
Contributors can provide tombstone transcriptions, photos of tombstones, obituaries and even photos of 
the deceased.  You can also link family members together, creating a family tree.  We will take a brief 
look at the history of Find A Grave, but mainly focus on how to search, add to and correct existing 
information.

E4 Reading European Handwriting – Chris Seggerman
There is no one magic book to paleography, but there are a few good ones. This course will cover the 
resources you need to trace your way through archaic documents, including books and online resources. 
Much of the rest of any handwriting work is PRACTICE, though there will be plenty of visual examples, 
and brief side-trips to the office supplies of yesteryear.


